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SUBJECT: VIGNES WILL NOT ATTEND QUITO MFM 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER VIGNES IN A BRIEF NEWS CONFERENCE OCT 19, 

SAID HE WOULD NOT ATTEND THE MFM IN QUITO. VIGNES ADDED THAT 
QUITO'S ALTITUDE POSED A DANGER TO HIS HEALTH. VIGNES NOTED 
THAT HE HAD ASKED THE ECUADOREAN FON MIN JOSE LUCIO PAREDES 

TO MOVE THE MEETING TO GUAYAQUIL. WHEN THE LATTER SAID THIS WOULD 
BE IMPOSSIBLE, VIGNES HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO REGRETFULLY PASS UP 
THE QUITO MEETING. 

2. VIGNES TOLD NEWSMEN THAT THE ROME FAO MEETING WOULD BE 
A POLITICAL ONE AND WOULD OFFER HIM THE OPPORTUNITY TO PUT 
FORTH HIS VIEWS ON LA MFM. ASKED BY NEWSMEN IF HE WOULD SEE 
SECRETARY KISSINGER IN ROME, VIGNES SAID HE ALWAYS READY TO 
DIALOGUE WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER. 

3. GOA REPRESENTATIVE TO QUITO MEETING HAS NOT YET BEEN ANNOUNCED. 
EMBASSY WILL TRANSMIT PERTINENT DATA ASAP. 

HILT. 
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